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VESTRY MINUTES    PENTECOST IN SIGHT

On June 9th we will celebrate the Day of 
Pentecost.  Historically, Pentecost has been 
celebrated as the second great feast day of the 
Christian year after the Day of Resurrection or 
Easter.  Pentecost is the day we celebrate the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.  It is frequently called the "Birthday of the 
Church".  When Jesus leaves us in the care of the Holy Spirit we 
move from followers to worshipers of the Living Lord.  Each of 
us receives the blessing of the Holy Spirit at our baptisms.  In 
that way, Baptism is our own private Pentecost.  This year let us 
see the coming of Pentecost as the Good News it is and 
celebrate by making it a day to be observed by attendance at 
worship like we traditionally do at Easter and Christmas.  
And...Don't forget to wear red! (The liturgical color of the Holy 
Spirit)

For anyone that has an interest in what is 
discussed at Vestry meetings, there are two 
ways to get information.

All Vestry meetings are open to the 
congregation and you are invited to attend  
and listen in, but not participate. 
Alternatively, minutes are recorded and 
posted on the main board in the Parish hall. 
Please be aware that there is a month's delay 
in the postings. As an example, in the May 
meeting that took place on the 26th, April's 
minutes were approved and are now 
available for reading. Some snippets...

1. Treasurer Jim Woodard reported that the 
first quarter income was up 20% of the 
budget, and that expenses were 20% below 
budget.  The balance in the new Building 
Fund is up to $1,925.
2. Upon returning from her Scotland vacation 
trip, Rev. Susan will work on more accurately 
determining the mission?s membership.  
(There are different ways to count 
membership.)
3. Rev. Susan meets monthly with diocesan 
staff member Rev. Kathryn Massey to discuss 
elements of Trinity?s future.  Trinity is likely to 
send a delegation to the fall conference in 
Wilmington on Parish Renewal.
4. The Vestry will investigate whether to 
repair or replace Trinity?s 20-some-year-old 
HVAC system.
5. They are also investigating the need to 
improve external lighting on Trinity?s 
property.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

6/3 Mary Giro

6/5 Monty Reichert

6/15 Ellen Hamilton

6/16 Helen Hennessy

6/26 Karen Teague

6/17 John Cizek

6/27 Gordon Reynolds

Happy Bir t hday and 
blessings!

If we missed you on the list, please email 
srwarden@trinityfuquay.org



Quest ions of  Polit ical Power

COME WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY!

The trouble began over questions of political power not ministry. But, it soon extended into every area 
inside the church and into church relations with the world. The result was that the church turned inward 
and lost some of its focus on ministering to the world outside the parish family.

In the Roman or western church, even as the diaconate flourished, the causes of its eventual decline 
began to appear. This began in the fourth century. But, the process itself was a complex one which 
extended over many centuries and centered largely on the changing roles and identities of presbyter 
(priest) and deacon.

Deacons, rather than presbyters, were generally consecrated as bishops. Deacons became bishops and even popes more 
often than priests. Deacon Gregory, who became Pope Gregory the Great in 590, was typical of the period. As the 
presbyterate became increasingly associated with Eucharistic presidency, presbyters demanded to know why deacons had 
so much power. As early as the patristic age, the very meaning and purpose of the three orders came to be organized in a 
new way. One?s role in the Eucharist came to be what governed one?s place within the church.

To illustrate this political position, the church began a series of steps to place consecrating the elements at Eucharist and 
determining when a church member could receive communion as the supreme power in the church.

We still have a remnant of this in the veil and burse that covers the chalice today. The veil was used to hide the sacrament, 
consecration and reception by the priest from the congregation especially the deacon whom the priest had deemed not 
worthy to receive the sacrament.

Only the priest could touch the chalice veil. No longer a full and equal order, deacons came to be assistants of priests, as 
they were to bishops, and, primarily, like the priest servers of our acolytes today at the altar to both.

By the fifth century the diaconate was becoming no more than an introductory stage in minor orders, a step on the way 
toward ordination as a priest. Its value as an integral part of the three fold nature of orders: deacons, priests, and bishops; 
was obscured.

In the Eastern church, the diaconate did not face this decline. The practice of a distinctive diaconate continued into today?s 
church but with a predominantly liturgical and much reduced function in the ministries to people outside the congregation. 
The Greek Orthodox Church has recently agreed to admit women back into the diaconate, restoring their earliest practices.

At the Reformation, the English Church continued the historic threefold ordained ministry and the diaconate remained a 
transitional step to priesthood. After the Uniformity Act of 1662, it was common for men to be ordained deacon then priest 
on the same day, or within a few days, in order to license them to the sole charge of a parish.

We?ll see that the 1800?s began another period of change for the diaconate on its way to being restored as a separate order 
next time.

Deacon Bob had help from the Anglican Deacons Website http// www.dace.org and the Association for the Episcopal Deacons 
Website http:// www.episcopaldeacons.org

http://www.dace.org/
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/


Yard Sale SuccessCraf t y St it chers

The CRAFTY STITCHERS is a group of 
parishioners who work together on both 
in-reach and outreach projects.  We started out 
making prayer shawls for parishioners who 
were shut in.  The group has added other 
projects: making hats for distribution at 
Christmas to the needy including at the 
Farmworkers holiday party, making quilted 
lap-throws for people who are almost 
completely confined to wheelchairs or lounge 
chairs, and making fidget/activity pads for 
people with dementia.

Much of the knitting/crocheting/quilting/sewing 
is done by the CRAFTY STITCHERS at home, on a 
person?s own time.  Each person decides how 
much time per week they wish to devote to the 
group?s work.  Material is purchased from a 
small budget, donated by individuals, and 
comes occasionally from a corporate gift. 
Recently, the group began completing the 
activity pads at our monthly meetings making 
these a time to socialize and to work on 
projects.

We meet at Trinity the second Tuesday morning 
of each month at 10:00, to discuss business and 
work on making items.  New members are 
always welcome.  For more information, talk 
with Marilyn Fischer at a Sunday coffee hour, or 
write her at craftylady421@yahoo.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 Congratulations to Carlene and her team. On May 
18th on a hot Saturday, her team raised some 
$1,600 on the day of the yard sale and an 
additional $800 in on-line sales.  Money is still 
coming in so an official figure should be 
announced soon!

Quilted lap-throw

Fidget
Activity 
Pad

Alt ar  Guild

 Trinity's Altar Guild Ministry would be pleased to 
welcome some new members. Our ministry is to care 
for the altar, vessels, vestments, and linens of the 
parish and to prepare the sanctuary for all liturgies 
throughout the church year, including baptisms, 
confirmations, weddings, and funerals. We work 
closely with Mother Susan.

Please contact Perry Cizek at 919-607-3446 or 
pjzeke@gmail.com for questions, or if you are willing to 
serve in this wonderful ministry.



ONGOING ....

Elect ronics and pr int er  car t r idges 
for recycling (cell phones, calculators, 
tablets, ink cartridges.  Questions? 
see Marilyn Fischer.

Travel size personal care it em s 

MMIA need nail clippers, chapstick, 

foot powder (small travel size), very 

small packs of wet wipes, razors & 

travel size shave lotion, Washcloths 

and combs.  Items must be able to fit 

in a gallon zip lock bag. Please bring 

your donations of new unopened 

toiletries and leave them in the basket 

in the Parish Hall.

Monet ary donat ions 

For the Farmworkers still suffering in 

the aftermath of Florence and 

Michael. If you wish to make a 

donation, please write a check to the 

church and note on the check that it 

is for EFwM or go to their website and 

donate.  

episcopalfarmworkerministry.org

Non-per ishable Food

for the Angier Food Pantry. Please put 
items in the basket

Craf t y St it chers

need the following small items: Short 
zippers, medium & large buttons, 
small stuffed toys, baby toys (rings, 
keys, etc),playing cards, scrubber 
sponges, fabric scraps, small jingle 
bells, miniature wooden toys, and 
placemats.

TRINITY THOUGHTS

Because Trinity is a mission congregation, and not a parish, the vicars are 
appointed by the bishop.  If, and when, Trinity becomes a parish, its vestry 
will appoint its rector.  Whereas rectors may serve a parish as long as 20+ 
years, vicar appointments seem to average three years or less.  Vicars leave 
for a variety of reasons: retirement, a choice to move to another diocese, an 
opportunity for ?promotion? to a rector position, a misfit in their current 
position, change of vocation, or whatever.

Trinity?s most recent vicars conducted services during the following 
timespans:
 The Rev. Bill Steinberg  July 3, 2002       through March 23, 2008
 The Rev. Sara Batson   April 6, 2008      through May 30, 2010
 The Rev. Harry Abernathy  July 4, 2010       through February 27, 2011
 The Rev. Roxane Gwyn  March 5, 2011    through October 1, 2017
 The Rev. Susan Keedy  January 7, 2018  through    Current

Trinity?s history has sometimes been referred to as a ?roller-coaster? history:  
it has had its up times and its down times.  With some vicars, there have 
been both up times AND down times.  The consistent feedback that this 
writer has received is that Trinity is again in an up time.

Whether the next 5-10-20 years will see a continuance of the roller-coaster 
pattern is yet to be determined.  Some of us will not be here long enough to 
find out; others will play an important role in Trinity?s future.  The Parish 
Renewal program that our diocese is beginning could provide useful 
information for the vestry to consider.

Just as vicars leave for a variety of reasons, families leave for a variety of 
reasons, including moving away, what they see as Trinity?s liturgy and parish 
life not meeting their spiritual needs, a lack of program opportunities for 
their children, an unhappy one-on-one experience that leads to resentment 
or anger, not developing a feeling of belonging to the Trinity community, or 
whatever. 

At a parish retreat in the fall of 2011, the congregation came up with a list of 
short-range and longer-range objectives for Trinity?s future.  Many of the 
short-range objectives have been accomplished.  While we are in a period of 
?up?, with a stable financial picture, and with Fuquay-Varina and nearby 
areas also in a period of growth, this could be an opportunity for the vestry, 
and the entire congregation, to develop another set of short-range and 
longer-range objectives for Trinity?s future. 

Bob Williams

Donat ions f rom  Am azon

Please consider this! This link will take you 
directly to smile.amazon.com in support of 
Trinity Episcopal Church. Use this link every 
time you shop on Amazon

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-1289559

 

https://episcopalfarmworkerministry.org/about/
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