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Dear friends, family, and fellow followers of Christ: 

Vestry met on December 15th and approved a budget for 2021, the details 
of which will be presented at the January 17th Annual Meeting. 

The news is that we budgeted for a ¾ time rector that we are targeting to 
call around June/July 2021. That decision was the result of an 
extraordinary vestry zoom meeting dedicated to discussing a new rector. 

The pandemic has hit everyone hard. It's difficult to predict when 
normalcy will return and when we can expect to resume the growth we 
were enjoying in early 2020. Vestry considered the merits of full time 
versus¾ time, but it really came down to a sensible fiscal approach. We 
decided to adopt a flexible approach over the next few years. Regardless, a full-time rector was well out 
of our reach for 2021, whereas a¾ time rector, although a stretch, is a manageable proposition that will 
allow us to maintain a level of financial strength. 

Our plan will be to call a¾ time rector with a view to increasing to a full-time role in the near future. 
We asked ourselves if we would be limiting our pool of candidates with a¾ time position, and after 
consulting with the Diocese, we were satisfied that we are moving in the right direction. 

So, now we have made that decision, what next? 

A second decision loomed. Commence a lengthy and potentially expensive search process, or adopt a 
different strategy? Catherine Massey, Canon for Transition, presented a very attractive option called 
"Rector, Time Certain." 

(cont'd next page) 



On Sunday January 10th, Canon Catherine will join us after the 10.15am online service and bring 
us together in our hopes and dreams for Trinity. From that meeting, and a following 
questionnaire, we will produce a position description and profile for the rector we seek. Once the 
Diocese have that, the Bishop will send Trinity a candidate. We are not required to accept any 
candidate; however, with prayer and discernment, we will call a new rector.

The ?Time Certain? is that the new rector joins on a two-year leadership engagement. At 18 
months the vestry shall determine if it is in the best interest of the congregation to continue under 
the Rector?s leadership. If that is the will of the vestry, the vestry and Rector will determine 
duration and terms of contract renewal. This approach negates a long, extensive, and expensive 
search, and it provides candidates already vetted by the Diocese, in particular the Bishop. Given 
Bishop Sam sent us Mother Susan, we are in capable hands.

I hope you will join us on January 10th. If you can?t, we will make a recording available, and you 
will receive a questionnaire. If we can all participate, I imagine a wonderful future for Trinity 
Episcopal Church.

Martin Steel

Senior Warden

Senior  Warden (cont 'd)

Let  Us Pray For  You

Prayer is an integral part of our daily life. Your 
contemplations, concerns, thanksgivings, and 
celebrations can be daily prayers.

We know and trust that God hears all prayers: those 
that are spoken and those that are kept close to the 
heart.

Email your prayer request to:
prayerrequest@trinityfuquay.org

The Daughters of the King will lift up your requests 
in prayer for 30 days unless otherwise specified. All 
requests are confidential.

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you.   1 Thessalonians 5:16-18



Join me in prayer with this Irish Christmas Blessing:

?THE LIGHT OF THE CHRISTMAS STAR TO ALL,

THE WARMTH OF HOME AND HEARTH TO ALL,

THE CHEER AND GOOD WILL OF FRIENDS TO ALL,

THE HOPE OF A CHILDLIKE HEART TO ALL,

THE JOY OF A THOUSAND ANGELS TO ALL,

THE LOVE OF THE SON, AND GOD?S PEACE TO ALL.?

As I came home from Wednesday Noon Bible Study Class the other day, I found Cyn watching one of 
those traditional Christmas movies with Bing Crosby singing ?Count Your Blessings.? And, as we 
celebrate this COVID Christmas, it reminded me that it was something I hadn?t done. 

With all the worry about the pandemic and its isolating restrictions, I had forgotten to sit and pray about 
all the good stuff I have in my life as we celebrate this holiday season.

I?m blessed to have friends and family who celebrate all 14 holidays between Thanksgiving and Epiphany 
so that I can share a blessed holiday season with them all even if it?s only through Zoom, emails and 
phone calls. Some even shared letters and cards with long, personal notes, wow! 

I?m blessed to be a deacon in the Episcopal Church serving the Diocese of North Carolina at Trinity 
Church in Fuquay-Varina. I?m blessed to share the love of Christ with my Bishops, interim rector, music 
man, and the parish family. 

I?m blessed to share the keen minds with all who join us for class or share the liturgy or seek an Outreach 
theology.

I?m blessed to share life and love with my wonderful wife, Cyn, and take advantage of her many skills 
including vestment maker and dresser for each liturgy. 

I?m blessed to have two fine grown sons whose families have taught me so much about loving and 
sharing life as a family. 

I?m blessed to have a granddaughter whose two children have taught me to love the title ?Great Grand 
Rev.?

I?m blessed to have a family of brother and sisters back in New Jersey understanding the struggles with 
the restrictions of COVID and cancer as we all celebrate the season quietly at home.  

I?m blessed to have a home, decorations, including a tree, and a wonderful holiday feast while so many 
bear the pain of job loss, food and home insecurity.

I?m blessed with my health and Cyn?s health being stable while so many have faced the ravages of the 
diseases going round. 

Count  God?s Blessings at  Holiday Tim e



We have established a library to help people cope with being alone during these COVID days. At latest 
count we have 40 books, 20 magazines, and 3-4 jigsaw puzzles available for checkout.

We also have copies of The Anglican Digest, a 60-page quarterly magazine containing sermons and 
articles about the Episcopal Church. We especially recommend The Anglican Digest for parishioners who 
did not grow up in the Episcopal Church as a sort of adult education opportunity on a personal basis.

Check out  t he Lendin' Library

Deacon Bob (cont 'd)
I?m blessed that washing my hands, wearing a mask, socially distancing and staying at home has kept 
COVID at bay while others have suffered so dramatically from the pandemic.

I?m blessed to be an assisting chaplain and an assistant formation guardian for the Third Order of Saint 
Francis. I?m blessed by so many members of the order I serve.

I?m blessed to share the mystic challenges with Richard Rohr and others to see the love of God in the 
world He has given us.

A Blessed Holiday season to all as we continue through the New Year and Epiphany in the Parish of 
Trinity-Fuquay. I invite you to join me and take some prayer time in this season to ?Count Your 
Blessings? and share in the many parish activities during January.

Deacon Bob Thomas, TSSF



January Bir t hdays

1/1      Laura Garrett

1/3      Caroline Castellaneta

1/4      Brian Perry

1/6      Drayton Wingler

1/9      Stephen Bowers

1/10    Jane Fallanca

1/11    Raymond Garrison

1/15    Carlene Galvin Harris

1/22    Elaine Brown
If  we m issed your  bir t hday or  have t he w rong dat e, 

please em ail srwarden@t r in it yfuquay.org

SACRED SPACE

We hope you can take advantage of being at church on our "Sacred Space"  page. This video of the 
space plays automatically when the page opens. To listen to our organist, Daniel Ponder, please 
click the play button and adjust your volume accordingly. There may be a slight delay on the music 
starting depending on your internet speed.

Updat ed Direct ory
To access the directory on the website, you must be a site member. Look for the 
"Log In" at the top right of the website, click and follow instructions to sign up. 
Please not e, access is rest r ict ed t o known church m em bers.

1/22     Renee Wood

1/28     Jim Woodard

1/30     Heather Griffin

1/31     Harry Aslett

http://www.trinityfuquay.org/sacred-space
http://www.trinityfuquay.org/sacred-space


Lee Ann Billington and Karen Teague were on hand to pass out the over 320 knitted hats and scarves 
Trinity?s Crafty Stitchers made over the last year. You may remember seeing Mother Susan bless the hats 
and scarves at the beginning of December.

In addition to the knitted goods, 3 U-Haul trucks loaded with thousands of toys were also distributed to 
Mama?s House families as well as food and pet food.

This was Christmas for many folks in Wake, Harnett and Johnston Counties. You just can?t imagine the 
emotions as cars were loaded with everything, in abundance, for these families  hard hit with COVID 
problems.

Thank you Trinity for ALL your contributions! You have made a huge difference in our community 
today!

Tr init y Helps Mam a's House



https://www.trinityfuquay.org/vanco-online
https://www.trinityfuquay.org/mobile-giving
https://www.trinityfuquay.org/text-giving


An Episcopal Dictionary 
of the Church defines 
?epiphany? as ?the 
manifestation of 
Christ to the peoples 
of the earth.? John 
1:14 tells us that ?the 
Word became flesh 
and lived among us.? Epiphany Day, January 
6, also celebrates the Wise Men finding and 
worshiping the baby Jesus. Scripture and 
tradition, then, point to Jesus?s physical 
presence on Earth. 

The early church wrestled with the 
human/divine nature of Jesus. In The Book of 
Common Prayer, you will find in the 
?Historical Documents? section a statement 
from the Council of Chalcedon and The 
Creed of St. Athanasius  which both wrestle 
with this mystery.

We still struggle with what it means for Jesus 
to be fully God and fully human. It is easy to 
think of Jesus as one or the other, but being 
both is a challenge. One reaction focuses on 
the Divine and neglects the fleshy reality of 
being human. Indeed, humanity also struggles 

with the non-divine reality of humanity being a spirit or mind and a body. René Descartes?s 
famous ?I think; therefore, I am? is one in a line of ideas that separate the physical body from the 
identity within. Even the apostle Paul wrestles with this tension in his letter to the Galatians when 
he writes about the opposition of flesh and spirit.

Scott Cairns, a Greek Orthodox poet, frames this conflict as a distaste for the ordinary. There are 
two sides of this distaste. Pindar shows one side: vanity does not want the ordinary. If Jesus is just 
an ordinary baby, one that cries and vomits and needs his nappy changed, what kind of God is 
that? However, by the end of the poem, Cairns shows us another consequence of separating body 
and spirit: by keeping the ?sacred? bodiless, biding ever elsewhere,? the Divine never has the 
chance to touch us, here, now. Keeping Jesus an elevated being makes him an unreal, ethereal 
immanence with no concrete impact on our lives now. For, if God is ?out there,? our 
responsibilities to Jesus, to God, can feel less immediate. 

However, the Word became Flesh; the Kingdom of God is at hand. That is the Epiphany, the 
Manifestation. That is why the Wise Men fell down before an ordinary baby, worshipped, and 
made extravagant offerings.

Sonnet  Sequence 
Erotikos Logos, Again  by Scott Cairns

There is a most vain class among men,
those despising ordinary things,

fixing their eyes upon distances,
pursuing empty air with faint hopes?

--Pindar

As a boy, I met a good many of these, praying

in a church. In most churches,

even now, one can witness the ethereal

sneaking in to rob the body of its substance.

An unfortunate taste for transcendence

manages yet to erode the mountain

of its immanence, allowing for a thin

and unsatisfying dream of unencumbered

spirit to hold an airy hegemony. Such severe

and severing demands of the sacred

render it bodiless, biding ever elsewhere, if at all.

Such persons prefer dream to flesh, prefer that

even their Holy One

remain both untouchable and unlikely to touch.



Services are available on our YouTube channel 
every Sunday Morning. Subscribe to TECFV on 
YouTube and view whenever you would like.

Join our Zoom Meeting to view the service and 
share fellowship with your Trinity Episcopal 
family.

10:05am: Join meeting, Greet and Chat

10:15am: The host will mute all microphones, and 
begin the service.

10:50am: Host will unmute microphones at the end of the service, and you can mingle in a virutal 
coffee hour.

Zoom Meeting information is sent out in each week's bulletin.

 Lessons are now available online at  
https://www.trinityfuquay.org/sunday-school

Grades 1 thru 6

Angier  Food Pant ry Needs:

Break fast  Cereal
Crackers
Cook ies
Rice

Donations can be left on the back pews in the church - 
enter by the front door.

Need an entry code?email srwarden@trinityfuquay.org

Sunday Worship

https://www.trinityfuquay.org/sunday-school


Im por t ant  January Dat es

January 10 @ 11:30am
ZOOM conference with Canon Catherine Massey following the Sunday Service. Learn about 
and participate in Trinity's search for a new Rector. Together we will shape the position 
description. Come share your hopes and wishes for a new Rector.

January 17 @ 11:30am
All parishioners are invited to attend the Annual Meeting of Trinity Episcopal Church. ZOOM 
and telephone dial-in. Details will be announced in early January. All church members who 
qualify to vote will receive a mail-in ballot to complete and mail after the meeting.

January 31 @ 10:05am
Bishop Sam Rodman will join the shared ZOOM Sunday Service and deliver the sermon. 

COME WORSHIP ONLINE THIS SUNDAY!
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